Sacred Odu Ifd Series: February 2026 Release
Sacred Odu Eji Ogbé (Esé 1.4) Knowledgeable Babalawo

Alafia ati Ife Brothers and Sisters!
Ori ire fun owo! (Good Tidings to you!)

[ pray that you are feeling awake, aware, and elevated in mind, body, and spirit, wherever you are,
and whatever may be happening around you! Ase o!

If you have been studying with me for a while, welcome back. I'm grateful for your attendance
and support as we travel together into the wisdom of Ifd.

Homage to The One Who Sends, and to those who are sent!
Homage to Orisa and Egun!

Ase! Ase! Ase o!

If you are new to these video lessons, I'm Baba Umar, Oluranse Emese (Voice of the Emese),
Member of the Isoro Traditional Council of Chiefs in Ile-Ife, Nigeria, Oltiwo of the House of Umar;
and Babaldwo of Ile Awo Orisa (the House of the Mysteries of the Orisas). You can learn more
about the Emese and the Isoro Council in the description section below and on our website. A link
to our website is also in the description section below.

Our topic in this video is: Sacred Odu Eji Ogbé - Esé 1.4: Finding a Knowledgeable Babalawo

In our last several lessons we’ve been exploring some of the Esés in Sacred Odu Eji Ogbé and
looking at the spiritual and cultural significance of Odu Eji Ogbé as a whole.

e FEji Ogbe teaches that when you walk in truth, honor your destiny, respect your Ori, and
maintain good character, the universe aligns to support you.

e Itreminds you that the light of Olédiimaré shines most brightly through those who live
righteously, and that clarity, balance, and peace are divine birthrights for those who
remain on the path.

Before we dive into this Ese let me encourage you to practice reading and reciting the Yortubd
parts of our lessons. In this way you will:

e Become familiar with the Yorubd language.
e Expand the neuro-network of your brain.
e Tap into the energetic frequency of the Ifd tradition.

Before we dive deep into the message of this Ese Ifd, let me make a few general comments:

Many of you can relate to the idea of it being difficult to find a Babaldwo close to you. And since |
receive request for Ifd serves even from individuals in Nigeria it is also true that it can be difficult
to find a Babaldwo who you can work with and rely on with confidence. So, keep these points in
mind.
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¢ You should see the results from the offerings that you make. Ifd says that if you make an

offering to an Orisa or your ancestors, this offering will provide you with an optimal

result.

e Ifyoudo not see aresult, it is very likely that you do not have the minimum knowledge or
even the Ase (the spiritual power to make the offerings manifest) to solve the problems.

(Time to reach out to a Babaldwo!)

e [fd may advise you to start within the Yoruba culture, however, it would not be essential

to start by making sacrifice to solve any problem. In other words, don’t eliminate the
power of your Ori and your own intuition from the equation when trying to solve your
problems. Your Ori and Egun can guide you to a solution without you first making a

sacrifice.

¢ You should be clear on which lineage you are aligned with, and you should have excellent
results with the priest who makes offerings to the Orisa’s on your behalf.

Eji Ogbé / Ogbé Méji - Esé 1.4:

This Ese is speaking of finding a knowledgeable Babaldwo.

Aborti Aboye!

“A 6 t'okun dékun

Kd t66 ri winni winni Agbe

We will travel from ocean to ocean

Before we can see the little species of blue parrot.

A 6 tosa désa
Kd t66 ri doodo orun Altko
We will travel from river to river

Before we can see the species of brown parrot with a goiter on its neck.

A baa tokun dékun

A 0 tosd dosa

If we travel from ocean to ocean

And if from there we travel from river to river

Kd t66 ri olé6odté awo

Odi 11é Ifé Akeliibéké

Before getting a real Babaldwo
We will arrive at [1é Ife Akeltibéké.

A difd fin igbin

0 nsawo lo sode 11éyo

They cast Ifd divination for the Slug

When he went to the town of LIéyo to practice Ifd.

0 wd mékiin sekiin ighbe
He made her cry a cry crying.
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0 méhun séyere

He made his song a lament song.
O ni: Enlyan dn wén o

He said: (true) human beings are scarce.
Eniyan an soro

Human beings are difficult.

Kd t66 ri Oléooto awo

Before getting a real Babaldwo
Ona d jin.”

We will have to travel far.”

As_e o!

Eji Ogbé / Ogbe Méji (1.1.4)

Apa 1 — Spiritual Significance of the Ese

1. Eji Ogbé jé Odt imélé ati imo mimé.
Eji Ogbé is an Odi of light and sacred knowledge.

7N 7

2. Eseyii n ko wa nipa isoro riri 0l606tg awo.
This Ese teaches us about the difficulty of finding a true and authentic Babaldwo.

3. O1ifi han péimo Ifd gidi ki { jé ohun ti a ri ni kdnkdn.
[t shows that true Ifd knowledge is not something found quickly or easily.

4. Irinajo pipé, ifarada, ati iddnimo ni a fi i dé itgsona tooto.
Long journeys, patience, and discernment are required to reach genuine guidance.

Apa 2 — Core Spiritual Themes

1. Iwddii imo gidi.

The search for true knowledge.
2. Isoro iddnimo 0l606té awo.

The difficulty of recognizing an authentic Babaldwo.
3. Suuru ati irinajo emi.

Patience and spiritual journeying.
4. lyato ldadrin imo ti a k6 jo ati imo ti a jé.

The difference between collected knowledge and embodied wisdom.
5. Iwa peli imo.

Character joined with knowledge. This is the mark of an authentic Babaldwo.

Apa 3 — Core Message of the Ese

7N 7

1. Eseyii n kilo pé ki i se gbogbo eni ti 6 pé ara ré ni awo ni 0l606tg.
This Ese warns that not everyone who calls himself a Babalawo is authentic.
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3.

Imo Ifd gidi fé akéko, irinajo, ati iddnwo.
True Ifa knowledge requires time, travel, and testing.

Eni ti ko ni sutiru le subu sint itanransé.
One without patience may fall into deception.

Apa 4 — Historical Context

Niisese ibile, awon akéko¢ Ifd mda 1 rin jina ldti wa oluk¢ gidi.
In traditional practice, Ifd students often traveled far to find true teachers.

[lé-Ife ni a ka si ipile img ati itan Yorubd.
Ilé-Ife is regarded as the spiritual and historical foundation of the Yorubd people.

Irinajo si Ilé-Ifé timo si pada si orisun.
Traveling to [1é-1fe symbolizes returning to the source.

Apa 5 — Philosophical Implication

Imo Idisi iwa ki { pé.
Knowledge without character is incomplete.

0l606to awo ni eni ti igbési-ayé re 1 jé eri.
A true Babaldwo is one whose life is the evidence.

Ona t6 jin jé ayéwo opolo ati okan.
Along road is a test of both mind and spirit.

Apa 6 — Esoteric Layer

Okun ati osa jé apejuiwe agbdyé emi ati ayé éniyan.
Oceans and rivers symbolize spiritual and human realms.

Agbé ati Aluko jé aami iran ati imo ti 6 sowon.
The parrots symbolize rare vision and uncommon wisdom.

Igbin jé aami sutiru ati ilgra.
The Slug represents patience and slow, careful movement.

Apa 7 — Moral and Communal Teaching

Awtijo ghddo bgjil t6 eni ti won 1i pé ni awo.
The community must be careful about whom they call a Babaldwo.

Iwa rere dd awujo duré.
Good character stabilizes the community.

Itanransé emi le fa ibantje pupo.
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Spiritual deception can cause deep suffering.
Apa 8 — Theological Summary (Isése / lé-Ife)

1. Ifd jé imo Qrunmila fin itdsona ayé éniyan.
Ifd is the wisdom of QOrunmila for guiding human life.

2. Qrunmila n fé otitg, iwa, ati irisi rere.
Ortnmila values truth, character, and good conduct.

3. 0l6odtd awo jé asoju Ortinmila 1611 ayé.
A true Babaldwo is a representative of Orinmila on earth.

Apa 9 — Closing Interpretation

1. Eseyii i so pé: md se yara yan olutgsona emi.
This Ese says: do not rush in choosing a spiritual guide.

2. Ona d jin, sughdn otité wa ni dpin ona.
The road is long, but truth is at the end of the road.

3. Sutru, iwa, ati imo ni y6o dd Babaldwo gidi 16ju.
Patience, character, and knowledge define a true Babaldawo.

Ese koké fun irdnti (Key verse for memorization)

YO U4

e Kd too ri 0léodto awo,

Before we can find a true Babalawo,
e Onadjin.

The road will be far.

Let me know in the comments how this lesson impacts on your spiritual journey in Ifd. Ase o!

Ki Oléduimaré, Orisa, ati Equn fifun e ni
Itona, Imoye, ati Opo Ire!
May Olédumare, Orisa, and Egun bestow on you,
Guidance, Wisdom, and Abundant Blessings!

Ifokanbale! Peace of Mind from Olédumare!

Alafia ati Ife! Peace and Love!

Ajolo Ajobo! We go out together; We return together!
As_e! As_e! A_se o!
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